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Hot off the Principal’s BBQ
Dear Parents
The rain and wind are back as we question: Beautiful one day, perfect the next?
With the cooler weather comes an increase in school jumpers, which translates to an increase in
lost property! Please ensure your child’s name is on jackets and hats so we can find the owner.
We haven’t had much luck with interschool sport this term and this Friday isn’t looking much
better. Interschool sport competitions are usually cancelled in the first instance, because council
closes the fields. The cancellations have allowed teams to participate in extended coaching
sessions/games back at school. Refunds/Credits will be issued at the end of the season and not
during.
The district cross country has been rescheduled for the third time due to the weather and is now
on Monday, 23rd of May-fingers crossed!
Mrs Paech our Head of Department/Curriculum, is coordinating NAPLAN online this year and so
far, everything is going smoothly. Our teachers are doing a fantastic job in ensuring this
assessment doesn’t raise any unnecessary anxiety in our students.
Like every other school at the moment, we are experiencing shortages in our staffing due to sick
leave. Whilst every effort is taken to provide consistency in our teaching staff, replacement
teachers are extremely hard to engage at this time. On occasions, classes have had to be split
and students allocated to other classes within their year level, for the day.
I understand most parents have work commitments with both parents working. We are currently
seeing an increase in the number of students coming to school who are clearly sick. At times,
our sick room looks like an episode of MASH! If your child is sick at school, you will be contacted
to arrange for your child to be collected. Please, keep your child at home if they are not well. I
thank you for your anticipated support with this issue.
Whilst our drop off and pick up lanes are working a lot better at the front of the school, I would
like to remind parents that at no time should you be engaging reverse when in this area.
Children are getting in and out of cars and reversing your car, puts everybody’s safety at risk.
Due to fluctuating student enrolments, we have an imbalance of students in classes in some
cohorts across the school. This is because of many and varied reasons beyond our control. We
are currently in consultation and preparations to dissolve our 4/5 composite class and balance
up the student numbers in grades 4 and 5. Classes will remain the same until the end of this
term due to assessment and reporting. Parents who have a student being moved to another
class, will be contacted by Deputy Principal, Mr Paton, over the next week, with the modified
classes not starting until the start of semester two. Smaller class numbers will support your child
in his/her educational needs and allow teachers to really focus in on individualised learning in
every classroom.
Stay dry!

P & C legends volunteering for our recent Mother’s Day stall

“To catch the reader's attention, place an
interesting sentence or quote from the
story here.”

Welcome to our new Speechy–
Portia Thomson (Mondays)
Anyone familiar?

Jesse Mann
Voluntary Placement
Teacher Aide

Craig Douglas, Principal.

2022 LOTE Captains
Jaxon & Rose with
Sensei Doonican

Tech Captains 2022
Jaydon, Amelie, Sam,
Holly, Austin & Isiah

Deputy Chat

Lower Primary Deputy (P-2) Kelly Clark
Age Appropriate Pedagogies
Age-appropriate pedagogies are shaping teaching and learning in the early years of school
now and into the future.
Age-appropriate pedagogies support early years teachers to apply a range and balance of
teaching approaches and characteristics of quality teaching in their classroom practice.
Teachers are supported to align curriculum, age-appropriate pedagogies and assessment
to maximise children's engagement in learning and to enhance outcomes.
Children learn best when they are actively engaged in purposeful learning experiences. The
Australian Curriculum clearly defines what is to be taught, and teachers use their knowledge
of children's interests, strengths and capabilities to identify the most effective way to teach
curriculum content.
At Gilston, our Prep – Year 2 teachers are working with other teachers from the Nerang
Alliance to develop their knowledge and understanding of AAP. AAP is always
student-centred and the pedagogy is described as teaching ‘approaches’ and ‘characteristics’
of quality teaching.
This term, our teachers will be guided by the AAP conceptual framework, focusing on the
following approach and characteristics:
APPROACH
Inquiry learning
Beginning with a question, problem or idea and carry out investigations, propose explanations
and solutions and communicate their understandings in a variety of ways.
CHARACTERISTICS
Active
Requiring physical action and embodies engagement across all areas of learning. Whether
this is indoors or outdoors, activity is essential in order to activate children’s full potential.
Their
focus, concentration, motivation and self-regulation are enhanced through moving,
doing and interacting within a range of learning areas.
Collaborative
Being social and co-constructed. Children and educators work together to identify ways of
learning and understanding through sustained shared thinking and acting.
Prep – Year 2 teachers at Gilston look forward to sharing their AAP learning journey with you
throughout the year.

Prep Transition Program at Gilston
Do you have a child that is age-appropriate for Prep in 2023? At Gilston, we provide multiple
opportunities for future Prep students to engage in the school setting, meet teachers and peers to
support their transition to school. Preparing students for school in the early years is essential.
Participating in a Prep Interview, 4-week Gilston Geckos Program and the Orientation Day are
important aspects of a successful transition to primary school.
Our next group tour is scheduled for 31 May, commencing at 10am. If you would like to attend a
group tour, please contact the Office on 5501 2333.
All Pre-prep students are invited to attend our fun-filled Under 8’s Day. More information regarding
Under 8’s Day will be emailed to all prospective families in the coming weeks.
We look forward to meeting your child and supporting them through their transition to Gilston State
School.

Deputy Chat
Upper Primary Deputy (3-6) Geoff Paton
Dear Families,
It is that time again… students will be working on building their portfolio of assessment, so
teachers can report on their work and semester’s achievement. As a school we uphold the Six
Principles of Reporting:
Six principles have direct relevance to the reporting of individual student achievement and
progress. These principles ideally underpin school-based reporting practices:
1. School reporting is part of a cooperative relationship between school staff, parents/carers, students
and the community, which involves mutual responsibility, respect and trust.
2. All students and parents/carers are entitled to confidential formal and informal school reporting that
is responsive to individual needs and used to plan future learning.
3. School reporting acknowledges student achievement and progress over the reporting period.
4. School reporting identifies students’ strengths and areas for improvement across a broad range of
indicators including curricular, other activities and social development within the school context.
5. All parents/carers should have the opportunity to be involved in the development, implementation
and review of reporting practices at their school.
6. All parents/carers should receive regular and clear reports on their child’s progress and have
opportunities to discuss their child’s progress with teachers from early in the school year.
At Gilston we do this with our Goal Setting and Teacher Student Parent 3-Way Conferences in Term One.
We then report formally with achievement, effort and general ratings against National Curriculum
Achievement Standards and Summative Assessment Tasks Descriptors.

You will notice a change to our Reports this Semester.
Each Key Learning Area, (Maths, English, Science, HASS, HPE, The Arts, Languages and Technology) will
be given an explanation of the National Curriculum Achievement Standard for you to understand what is
expected at the Year Level. Along with that explanation, will be a description of the assessment tasks
that were used to determine the achievement and effort rating.
Our school strongly upholds the Six Principles, but Principle #4 with regard to identification of strengths
and areas of weakness, is part of our culture. So, the General Comment at the end of the Semester One
Report Card will formally address each student’s glow and grow targets for the coming Semester.
Finally, Principles #1 and #6 are vitally important for you as families and us as a school. Partners in
making goals; developing individual plans and; communicating through report cards and informal
discussions or formal interviews, regarding their progress.
Make sure your email addresses are up-to-date with the Office staff. Watch this space for more info post
NAPLAN next week. If you want more info on how NAPLAN is run and how it us used please click on the
attachment.
NAPLAN information for parents and carers

Yours in education
Geoff Paton (Deputy Principal 3-6)

Head of Department/Curriculum
Renee Paech

NAPLAN – Year 3 and 5
We are now underway with NAPLAN online for our Year 3 and 5 students and encourage all participating
students to do their best. Just a reminder to ensure your child is here on time for the start of the day. This
is extremely important on the days of testing as we aim to have a smooth session with minimal
interruptions.
The testing phase runs from 10 May - 20 May 2022. There will be catch up sessions running for the
duration of the test window in the case that your child is absent from school during this period.
2022 Premiers Reading Challenge

This year we will once again participate in the 2022 Premiers Reading Challenge. You should receive a
parent letter with details of the challenge. Please see your child’s teacher if you have not received the
information and would like your child to participate.
Why read?
Literacy skills are vital to ensuring children have the best chance to succeed in their schooling and life.
The PRC is an opportunity for students to be enthusiastic about reading, writing, authors and illustrators.
Reading a variety of books builds vocabulary and knowledge, improves spelling and comprehension, can
improve confidence and is also a great way to relax.
To successfully complete the PRC, students must read or experience the number of books indicated in the
table below in English or additional languages. The requirement for Year 5 through to Year 9 students to
read 15 books acknowledges that older students are likely to select longer, more complex books that may
take them longer to read.

If students wish to read more, they can fill out another form and add them to the list. Time to get reading!

Staff Snapshot
NAME- Kym Guymer aka Miss Kym
POSITION- Teacher Aide
TIME @ GILSTON- Since 2014
WHAT I LIKE BEST ABOUT MY CAREER? I love supporting students through their learning, and I
cherish being able to watch the children grow throughout their
primary school journey.
FAV FOOD- pretty much anything on a cheese platter
FAV COLOUR- Yellow
FAV MOVIE- Too many to choose from but I love Disney movies
and am a huge Marvel fan!
PETS- We have a gorgeous 4 year old puppy named Pip and a
bearded dragon called Taco.
HOBBY- Getting away camping with my two boys and some great
friends is my absolute favourite thing to do. We love school holidays!
WHY I LOVE GILSTON SS- Gilston State School is very special to
me as I started my own schooling journey here back in 1985.
Our school was certainly a lot smaller back then but it holds so
many beautiful memories of friends and teachers I met along the way.

Gilston Greats

Prep T

Joanne, Dominic

Prep /1S

Angus, Van, Airlie, Trinitey

1B

Casey, Ella

2A

Ethan, Lilah

2N

Max, William P, Ashely, Stella

3H

Lachlan, Sailah

4CM

Lochie, Taitum, Spencer

4B

Lily, Lenny

5TS

Terry, Sophia

5H

Roos, Mason

6D

Stater, Jasmine

PC4L—Positive Culture for Learning
Beehives that have been filled…

Year Prep – 3
PJR

PP

PT

P/1S

1R

1L

1B

2B

2A

2N

3V

3D

3G

3H

3

4

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

2

3

2

3

2

Year 4 - 6
4C

4CM

4B

4/5A

5TS

5H

6M

6D

6P

3

4

2

2

3

2

2

3

2

Positive Culture for Learning Focus
Be a Learner
Be confident have a go!
Be on time (before school, after lunch etc…)
Follow expectations during school activities
The PC4L Team

Whole School Attendance Target for 2022 is 96%
P
93.01

1
91.88

2
92.82

3
91.26

4
89.1

5
87.51

6
88.75

Current Attendance Levels Congratulations Prep
88-89% BLUE
90 - 93% RED
93 - 95% BROWN
95 - 99% GREEN
99 - 100% GOLD

Captain’s Call—Charlie, Mischa, Theo &
Kamani

Since the last newsletter, we have had our Mothers Day stall. So many awesome gifts for our mums were available
to buy for their special day! I hope all mothers had a great day.
NAPLAN started yesterday, good luck Grade 3 and Grade 5. You will do fantastically.
Have a good week and look out for next newsletter.

GIST-Gilston Inclusion support Team—
Pauline Lewis, Leilani Haydock & Jolie Angus
Guidance Officer Week - 4– 13 May
THANKS NIKKI, for your support and contribution to the community of Gilston, including our students, families and
staff!

Guidance Officers contribute to student support, wellbeing programs, with individual students, with a student’s
teacher, school support personnel, families, other specialists and external support providers.

Early Years Coordinator—Leilani Haydock
Do you have a child coming to Prep next year?
Please contact the office on 5501 2333 to collect an enrolment pack!
Book your school tour now!
The next Tour will be held on 31 May at 10:00am-10:45am
We look forward to meeting you all!
Upcoming events•

31 May - School Tour

•

17 June -Under 8s day

From the Office—Finance & Admin
Jan Wallace, Tracylee Leonard, Cindy Smith & Jo Hoger

Activity

Year Level

Cost

Due Date

SRS (Student Resource
Scheme)

P-6

$210

Overdue Final /balance of payment Friday
25 March

HOTA Excursion

Yr 1

$20

Friday 13 May

Forms and Documents
Year 1 HOTA Excursion
Parent Calendar
2023 Prep Transition calendar

Newsletter Competition

Win a voucher for a free burger and drink from our
Tuckshop.
Be the first to phone the office on 5501 2333 with your
answer when the text message is sent out with this
edition’s question! Good luck!

School newsletter advertising-CHEAP AS CHIPS!
Would you like to advertise your business in our school newsletter or know someone who would?
We have over 400 families!

Gilston Grapevine Newsletter Advertising
Term 2 per edition

1/2 page = $25

Full page=$50

Cut off date –
Friday prior to
Newsletter
release date

Please contact admin on 5501 2333 or office@gilstonss.eq.edu.au to discuss details

Music...
Alison Miller
Entries have now closed for the Gilston Performing Arts Competition. Thank you to all of
the auditionees for taking the time to make your videos. All students who submitted an
audition should check the MUSIC NOTICEBOARD on FRIDAY 13 MAY to see if they have
been selected for the final. There are going to be some terrific acts on show in the competition on Thursday 9 June in
the school hall.

EISTEDDFOD CHOIR
The eisteddfod choir has just 2 weeks left to memorise their music before the groups will join together in week 7.
Eisteddfod members should be practising at home and can access the music via the choir Seesaw group. In week 7,
we will welcome our accompanist Margaret Edgelow to our rehearsals. Margaret has been playing the piano for our
school choir at the eisteddfod for approximately 25 years. We are looking forward to Margaret’s expert accompaniment
once again this year.

SRS Jelly Bean Count Winners
Huey $1.00 jar

Dexter 50c jar

Kyle 20c jar

Physical Education—Scott Stavar

Congratulations to Theo S in year 6 for being selected in the Oceanic U12 Boys Soccer Team. Theo will play midfield
in the upcoming regional carnival. Well done.
Oceanic Cross-Country Carnival will now be held on Monday 23 May .

Age Champions for Cross Country 2022
9 Years - Ashlee N and Lochie H

11 Years - Alina J and Nate W

10 Years - Madeleine W and Jayden H

12 Years - Lillian S and Theo S

Winning Team - Hinze House

Guidance Officer—Nikki Lock
(Wed-Thurs)

May is Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month

Each May, we acknowledge Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Month and we are reminded that all forms
of domestic and family violence (DFV) is never acceptable. We all have a role to play in bringing an end to DFV. As
individuals, there are actions we can all take to contribute to a culture that does not tolerate DFV.

For domestic and family violence information, support and services, visit the Queensland Government website
below:
https://www.qld.gov.au/community/getting-support-health-social-issue/support-victims-abuse/domestic-familyviolence
Who to call to get help:
In an emergency call the police on Triple Zero (000).

DVConnect Womensline
1800 811 811
DVConnect Mensline
1800 600 636
1800RESPECT
1800 737 732

STEAM—Jody Slade

This term, Year 4 students are designing and creating their own arcade game using a cardboard box.
They need a box, similar size to a shoe box, or an empty shoe box would be ideal.
Please have your child bring their named box to their STEAM lesson in the next two weeks when they will begin
creating their game from their design.
Thank you for your help with this.
It is always so rewarding for the students, when their game is complete and other people play it.
STEAM TEAM- Mrs Slade

Spotlight on Learning—Year 2

Student led learning and Fun Friday games!

In year 2, we are all learning how to write a preference for a character based on fairy tales and
fractured fairy tales!

Who would you prefer? and WHY?
The Big Bad Wolf or The Big Bad Pig?
The Gingerbread Man or The Lamington Man?

Library News
Helena Haling
Book Club issue 3 has now closed.
All orders will be delivered to the student's classrooms on arrival.
Our Gilston State School Scholastic Bookfair will be held in week 9 of Term 2, commencing Monday 13 June to
Friday 17 June. So, boys and girls start saving your pocket money for some really great buys.

It’s COOL2Read@Gilston!

PCYC news—Kylie Morris
A huge thanks to all our PCYC families who donated towards the “Adopt A Granny” drive that
we ran. All items donated will be distributed to elderly Mothers in aged care who have no one
visiting them this mother’s day. The PCYC team is always amazed by the generosity and
support shown by our children and families.
If you are needing care and wanting to join PCYC Gilston head over to www.pcyc.org.au and fill in the form.

Dates to Remember

Term 2

P & C News
Vanessa Speed— President
MOTHER'S DAY
We hope all the beautiful Mum's out there had a lovely Mother's Day. We would like to say a huge thank you once
again to our small but loyal band of volunteers who helped out with the Mother's Day Stall. Thank you for giving up
your days to come and help. It was chaotic, but without you we would have had a hard time helping all the kids with
their special gifts. We really appreciate you.
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS
The Mother's Day promotion is still on, so if you want to get hundreds of discounts and an extra
bonus....purchase an Entertainment Book before the 31 May to take advantage of this offer.
Purchase a Single City Membership, you can choose between a BONUS $20 Ultimate For Her,
Priceline or Big W eGift Card. When you purchase a Multi City or a Multi City Plus Membership, you
can choose between a BONUS $40 Ultimate For Her, Priceline or Big W eGift Card. Check out this
link for more information
https://www.entertainment.com.au/orderbooks/1446u93
TUCKSHOP
Tuesday - Friday Morning: 8:30am - 9:00am
Please remember to update your child's class on Munch Monitor if you haven't already done so. Your child may not
receive their lunch or uniform orders if their class is not up to date.
*ALLERGIES* Please note that if you have listed your child as having an allergy on Munch Monitor, the tuckshop is
unable to supply any item that contains the nominated food. This means that the item you have ordered may be
substituted for an item that does not contain the listed allergy food. If your child has an intolerance and not an allergy,
please remove the item from the allergy list. We thank you for your assistance.
UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop is open Mondays 8:15 - 9:15am
All uniforms ordered on Munch Monitor will be processed on Tuesdays and Thursdays and placed in the teacher's
pigeon hole for delivery to your child.
P&C MEETING
Our next P&C meeting will be held on Monday the 16 May @ 6:30pm at the Tallai Golf Club. Please RSVP by
Friday 13 May as we do need to book. We look forward to seeing you there!!
Keep up to date by following our Facebook page www.facebook.com/pandcgss/
If you have any questions please email us at gilstonpandc@outlook.com or contact us through our Facebook page.

Uniform Shop

Tuckshop

Tuckshop Order

Orders can be placed at the
tuckshop or online
through Munch Monitor https://
www.munchmonitor.com/
Account/Login

gilstontuckshop@gmail.com

Orders can be placed at the
tuckshop each morning, or online
through Munch Monitor https://
www.munchmonitor.comAccount
/Login

Open Mondays 8:15-9:15am

Closed Mondays
Open Tuesday to Friday currently
first break only

School ID: gilstonss Password:
munch4211

Page 19

Community Announcements

Page 20

Community Announcements

